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About The Leeds International Piano Competition
The Leeds International Piano Competition is one of the world’s most prestigious and influential launchpads for emerging pianists, recognised for artistic excellence, integrity and a distinctive culture of care. Founded in 1963 by Dame Fanny Waterman, The Leeds has shaped the careers of many of the world’s greatest pianists — among them Murray Perahia, Radu Lupu, Mitsuko Uchida and Sir András Schiff, as well as recent medallists Eric Lu, Junyan Chen and Jaeden Izik-Dzurko. For 2027, Sir Stephen Hough joins as Artistic Director and Chair of the Jury, leading the most significant artistic reforms in the Competition’s history: competitors choose their own repertoire for the first time, the age limit rises to 35, and First Prize increases to £50,000.

A trailblazer since its inception, The Leeds continues to reimagine what an international music competition can be, with an enhanced prize package including Askonas Holt, Warner Classics and Steinway & Sons. Beyond the Competition, The Leeds takes the piano into its home cities through the Leeds Piano Trail and year-round community work, culminating in 2027 in concerto finals with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra at Leeds Town Hall on 17–18 September.

Medium Version
The Leeds International Piano Competition is entering the most ambitious chapter in its history. Founded in 1963 by Dame Fanny Waterman, Dr Geoffrey de Keyser and Marion Thorpe, The Leeds has shaped the careers of many of the world’s greatest pianists — among them Murray Perahia, Radu Lupu, Mitsuko Uchida and Sir András Schiff, as well as recent medallists Alim Beisembayev, Eric Lu and Jaeden Izik-Dzurko.
For 2027, British pianist Sir Stephen Hough joins as Artistic Director and Chair of the Jury, leading the most significant artistic reforms in the Competition’s recent history and reimagining what an international music competition can be — shifting the emphasis away from testing competitors and towards showing the world who they truly are. For the first time, competitors are free to choose the music they perform throughout, and the upper age limit rises to 35. Sir Stephen leads a world-class jury including Piotr Anderszewski, Lucas Debargue, Janina Fialkowska, Alexander Gavrylyuk, Orli Shaham, Yeol Eum Son, previous Leeds prize-winner Kathryn Stott, and Master of the King’s Music, composer Errollyn Wallen.
The prize package has also been redesigned around long-term career support: First Prize rises to £50,000, alongside a new Prize-Winners’ Circle Award for the Gold Medallist and new prizes including an Encore Prize and a community-focused Leeds Piano Trail Prize. Applications for 2027 opened on 2 July 2026, with the International First Round held across New York, Paris, Berlin, Vienna, Beijing and Seoul ahead of the Concerto Finals with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra at Leeds Town Hall on 17–18 September 2027.
Beyond the Competition, The Leeds takes the piano out into its home cities through the Leeds Piano Trail, a triennial festival and year-round community work — a trailblazer that continues to reshape what a music competition can be.

Longer Version

The Leeds International Piano Competition is entering the most ambitious chapter in its history. One of the world’s most influential launchpads for emerging pianists, it was founded in 1963 by Dame Fanny Waterman, Dr Geoffrey de Keyser and Marion Thorpe, with the support of Lady Roslyn and Sir Jack Lyons. The Leeds has been a trailblazer among international music competitions for more than six decades, shaping the careers of the world’s finest pianists.
For 2027, The Leeds is undergoing the most significant artistic reforms in its recent history, led by British pianist Sir Stephen Hough as Artistic Director and Chair of the Jury. Sir Stephen has worked closely with the Competition to reimagine what an international music competition can be in the twenty-first century — shifting the emphasis away from testing competitors and towards showing the world who they truly are. For the first time in the Competition’s history, competitors are free to choose the music they perform throughout, and the upper age limit rises to 35, acknowledging that artists develop at different rates. The Competition returns to Leeds in September of 2027 for the Second Round and Semi-Finals at the Great Hall of the University of Leeds, culminating in concerto finals with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra at Leeds Town Hall on 17 and 18 September 2027.
Sir Stephen leads a world-class international jury comprising fellow pianists Piotr Anderszewski, Lucas Debargue, Janina Fialkowska, Alexander Gavrylyuk, Orli Shaham and Yeol Eum Son, previous Leeds prize-winner Kathryn Stott, and Master of the King’s Music, composer Errollyn Wallen. The prize package — already one of the most comprehensive in music competition — is being redesigned to place greater emphasis on tailored, long-term career support. First Prize rises to £50,000, alongside a new Prize-Winners’ Circle Award, a dedicated career-development fund for the Gold Medallist, and the continuation of the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Society Award for Contemporary Music, which has supported recent commissions and recordings by Eleanor Alberga and Errollyn Wallen. New prizes also recognise achievement beyond the final round, including an Encore Prize celebrating imagination and individuality, and a Leeds Piano Trail Prize for a compelling community-focused artistic project to be delivered in 2028.
Applications for the 2027 Competition opened on 2 July 2026. The Competition’s pioneering International First Round takes place across New York, Paris, Berlin, Vienna, Beijing and Seoul between 30 March and 6 April 2027. The Leeds remains committed to equity and fairness, continuing established practices such as anonymous selection and unconscious bias training for jurors — with the raised age limit removing a further barrier to entry for artists at every stage of their career.
Previous prize winners include some of the world’s most celebrated pianists — Murray Perahia, Radu Lupu, Mitsuko Uchida, Sir András Schiff and, more recently, Alim Beisembayev, Eric Lu and Jaeden Izik-Dzurko. Recent medallists have secured worldwide management with Askonas Holt, recordings with Warner Classics, and recital debuts at major international venues including Wigmore Hall, the Elbphilharmonie, Gewandhaus Leipzig, and the Concertgebouw through touring partnerships with Steinway & Sons. All competitors benefit from exceptional exposure through world-class filmed performances, extensive mentoring and career coaching, and tailored professional development throughout and beyond the Competition.
Beyond the Competition, The Leeds presents a triennial city-wide festival that transforms Leeds and Bradford into living stages for the piano. Featuring the immersive Pianodrome, large-scale piano sculptures and more than 35 public pianos across the cities, the festival invites people of all ages and backgrounds to encounter the instrument in everyday spaces. Year-round community programmes further engage amateur pianists, schools, children with care experience and young people across the region.
Leeds 2027 marks a defining moment in the Competition’s history — a bold reimagining of what an international music competition can be, and a decisive step in its mission to discover distinctive artistic voices, nurture individuality and imagination, and build a platform where artists can shape lasting careers. Now in its seventh decade, The Leeds continues to lead where others hesitate, a trailblazer among the world’s great music competitions — and never more so than as it enters the most exciting chapter in its history.
www.leedspiano.com
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