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The Leeds International Piano Competition is one of the world’s most influential launchpads for emerging pianists, internationally recognised for artistic excellence, integrity and long-term commitment to musicians’ careers. Founded in 1963 by Dame Fanny Waterman, Dr Geoffrey de Keyser and Marion Thorpe, with the support of Lady Roslyn and Sir Jack Lyons, The Leeds has shaped the emerging stars of classical piano for over six decades.
Held every three years, the Competition combines artistic prestige with global visibility and a distinctive culture of care. Often described as a career-development programme shaped around a competition, The Leeds believes that identifying exceptional talent carries a responsibility not only to spotlight it, but to support its growth long after the competition moment has passed. The next Leeds International Piano Competition will take place in 2027, culminating in concerto finals with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra at Leeds Town Hall on 17 and 18 September 2027.
The most recent Competition in 2024 attracted a record number of applications and reached an audience of more than 11 million, reflecting The Leeds’ top-tier international standing and relevance to the world’s most exceptional young pianists. Pianists perform for a truly global jury of leading international performers, proud to bring both artistic rigour and empathy to the evaluation process. The Competition’s pioneering International First Round, delivered through an innovative digital format in Paris, Berlin, Vienna, Beijing, Seoul and New York, attracts applicants from over 40 countries and ensures broad access at the highest level.
The Leeds’ prize package is genuinely transformative. Recent medallists have secured worldwide management with Askonas Holt, recordings with Warner Classics, and recital debuts at major international venues including Wigmore Hall, the Elbphilharmonie, Gewandhaus Leipzig, and the Concertgebouw through touring partnerships with Steinway & Sons. All competitors benefit from exceptional exposure through world-class filmed performances, extensive mentoring and career coaching, and tailored professional development throughout and beyond the Competition.
Beyond the Competition, The Leeds presents a triennial city-wide festival that transforms Leeds and Bradford into living stages for the piano. Featuring the immersive Pianodrome, large-scale piano sculptures and more than 30 public pianos across the cities, the festival invites people of all ages and backgrounds to encounter the instrument in everyday spaces. Year-round community programmes further engage amateur pianists, schools, children with care experience and young people across the region.
Recognised internationally as a trailblazer, The Leeds continues to lead where others hesitate — reimagining what a music competition can be and taking seriously its responsibility to artists, audiences and communities alike. It is not only a global launchpad for exceptional talent, but a catalyst for creativity, partnership and lasting cultural impact.
www.leedspiano.com
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